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But they expound [the Work of Creation before two], as R. Ishmael 
holds. 


One deduces that the law is according to R. Ishmael from the 
following: 


R. Judah bar Pazzi sat teaching, “In the beginning the world consisted 
of water upon water.” 


R. Judah bar Pazzi expounded, “In the beginning the world consisted 
of water [heaped] on water.” That indicates that the law accords with 
the view of R. Ishmael. 


What is the proof? “And the Spirit/Wind of God moved over the face 
of the waters” (Gen. 1:2). 


Then he made the snow — “He casts forth his ice like morsels” (Ps. 
147:17). 
Then he made the earth — “For to the snow he says, ‘Become 


earth’” (Job 37:6). 


And the earth stands on the waters: “To him who spread out the earth 
on the waters” (Ps. 136:6). 


And the waters stand on the mountains: ‘““The waters stood over the 
mountains” (Ps. 104: 6). 


And the mountains stand on the wind: “For behold, he forms the 
mountains and creates the wind” (Amos 4:13). 


And the air depends on the storm-wind: “The storm-wind fulfills his 
command” (Ps. 148:8). 


The Holy One, blessed be he, made the storm-wind like a sort of 
amulet suspended from his arm, as it is said, “And underneath are the 
arms of the world” (Deut. 33:27). 


[N] “For behold, he forms the mountains” — this is one of the six 
biblical passages over which Rabbi wept while reading them: 
“Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth” (Zeph. 2:3), “Hate 
evil, and love good” (Amos 5:15), “Let him put his mouth in the 
dust” (Lam. 3:29), “For God will bring every evil deed into 
judgment” (Eccles. 12:14), “And Samuel said to Saul, ‘Why have 
you provoked me?’” (1 Sam. 28:15). 


[O] [As to the last of these, the relevance of which is shown in a 
moment,] Samuel said to him, “You have succeeded only in 
provoking your creator against me. You have made me your idol. 


